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gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Witrians,) with certain
uneasy attendant spirits, yet its corpus is in the tombs ;
and, admonished by the charitsble injunction, de mortuis
nigi bonum, | sm necessarily held in the profoundest si-
lence, with regurd to it. :
1 ;rnpm ta-@iscuss the several land bills already re-
ported to this House, with the legions thar are yet in the
womb of the committee, and incidentally a protective
tariff. Thosé Billtinvolve the question both of the right
tnd the policy of the Genern! Government to dispose of
Zhe public lundsi- Fise right to dispose of them is ex-
ly givea by the censtitution, and ~ought, therefore,
be unguestioned. The chjects to which they ought to
be applied must on the nature of the title. The
title is of twa kinds. When the thixteen colonies became
independent they laid elaim to large tracts of unoccupied
land. Those claims were often conflicting. Congres,
under the Confedgration, invited the States to cede them
to the General Gavernment, and pledged the Government,
by a solemn ruo? ion, to hold them for the equal benefit
all. Virginia, Who ceded the Northwest Territory, in-
serted the ex provisicns of the grant, ** that it should
be s common fund f@r the benefit of ull the States.” The
following isan ex from the deed :

“To remain a fund for the use and benefit of sach States
88 should become wenfbers of ihe Federal alliance, according
to their respective proportions in the ususl genersl charges
snd expenditures.”

That proportion ha#been definitively fixed by the Con-
stitution of the Unite® States to be in proportion to the
Federal population of the several States. The General
Government, therefore;” holds this land, not in absolute,
unconditional fee-simp#e, but in trust, to be applied ac-
cording to the conditiogg of the grant. e

I can find no authority any where in Congress to violate
those conditions, and Destow the land in s different di-
rection. | would thadk’ gentlemen from the new States,
who entertain such delitate scruples about the right of
the General Government to distribute the lands or their
progeeds among all the Btates, to tell me where they find
authority for this partial distribution.

There is another class of public lands held by a differ-
ent title. The Government, after its formation, acquired
large countries by purchase or by conquest. Buch was
Loulsiana, purchased from France ; Florida, from Spain;
and New Mexico and Utah, robbed from Mexico. To this
land Government has an unconditional title, and may dis-
pose of it as she sees fit ; still such di tion should be
governed by principles of justice, equity, and equality.
At the time of their acquisition the old Seates were the
sole owners of all the-land. Their means acquired the
whole. They sold ¢ portions of it to actual settlers
st small prices. Did their grantees scquire any rights
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for their own country, bat e surpluses ex
other nations. ﬁ‘:{mlm furnished employment for a
large number of her own vessels, which took her fabrics
to other countries, and brought back rich cargoes, not
merely for their own consumption, but for the mly of
neighlporing markets. While other nations were king
in the bulky raw materials of little value, she was dealing
in the same material, i & hundred fold in value
by the industry and skill of her people. Thus she ¢om-
manded the market of every country, and not only en-
riched her mechanies snd manufacturers, but her traders
and shipi became merchant princes. She had more
wealth any other nation, and her commercial marine
exceeded in number of ships all the other nntions of Europe
together. Her war vessels also exceeded that of any
other nation. = All this wealth, all this commerce, all this
power, was praduced by a country of small circumference
and with little agricultural a.dum.nfu. It was done by
manufaetures alone. How did she lose this superiority,
and what country has it, and hintblt mesns?
Whatever. else ma said of the English Puritans, it
is certain. that the Commonwealth under Cromwell pro-
duced some of the ablest statesman of the world.
England at that time wasa poor nation, with but few
manufacturing establishments. Her wise men saw that
her insular position and her small territory rendered it
impossible for her to become rich and powerful except
through commerce and manufactures. How were they
to accomplish it? Did they preach free-trade doctrine ?
That would have exactly suited Holland. B8he had an im-
mense start in skill and capital, and that system would
have left her forever without a rival; for the nation which
is far above all others'in knowledge snd means that sys-
tem which will keep other nations from starting at all is
the true one. Just so surely it is the wrong one for those
who are behind. The statesmen of En were deluded
by no such folly., They saw that they must exclude the
manufactured articles of dther nations and give the home
market exclusively to their own artisans, so as to induce
them to embark their time, their capital, and talents in
the crestion of domestic fabrics. 8he admitted the raw
material which she could not produce free, prohibited
the importation of many articles, and laid heavy diserimi-
nating duties on others. But her main instrument was
the celebrated Navigation Act. !
The provisions of that famous law it would be pedantic
for me to enumerate before a body of gentlemen every
one of whom is thoroughly scquainted with it. It is
enough to n{ that its provisions were the most stringent
and most highly protective, both of commerce and manu-
factures, of any that it was possible to form. Nothing
could be further from free trade. Its effect was all that

country, and gives the following facts in oorroboration of it:
Mt may be waeful, tov, to mention that the low price of iron
¢ in this country hue had the effect of cheoking, to a very groat
¢ eatent, the produce in Amerien, 4
““Very lurge orders have been received from that quarter
‘within the last f t, and we have the assurance of those
‘ who are well informed on the subject that ordess to a greatly
‘increased t may be expected in the Cod
You have observed what interest id takes in this
great branch of industry, and what paing she takes to
r:;wnt any .rin-lrL; to prevent other nations from adopt-
‘the policy which she pursued at theirage: That
shrewd and l&ﬂ.lh nation goes the e rdi length
of interfering with the legislation of bther At
the commencement of the last Congress, the British Gov-
ernment, hearing that the Whigs had elected their Presi-

following letter to our Goyernment :

« Bririsn Legariox,
WasHixgrox, Jaxvary 30, 1850,
Sir: It havirg been representod to her Mu&l Govern-
ment that there is some idea on the of the Government
of the United Stutes to intrease the duties upon British iron
imported into the United States, I huve been instructed by
her Majesty's Government to express to the United States
Gavernment the hope of her Majesty’s Government that no
addition will be made to the duﬁw by the present
tariff of the United States, which already ‘aigz heavily on
British productions; and I cannot but observe, for my own
part, that an augmentation of the duties on British 1
manufactures, made ot o moment when the British Government
has, by a series of measures, been facilitating the comtnerce
between the two countries, would produce a very dieagreeabls
effect on Fublic opinion in England.

I awmil myself of this opportunity to renew to you the as-
gurance of my most distinguished consideration.

. HENRY L.-BULWER.
Hon, Joun M. CLavrow, &e.

This certainly was a bold measure. Fora foreign Gov-

of an American law by an American Congress was de-
nounced by some as impertinent. But o me it seemed
natural, if not proper. It must be remembered that the
tariff of 1846 was produced by her Briiannic Majesty,
after great anxiety, expense, and labor. During the period
of its gestation she had an agent, with rooms assigned
him in this Capitol, to watch over its progress, and fucili-
tate its advent. It was safely delivered by the aid of the
celebrated aceoucheur, Mr. tary Wallcer. It is now
one of the most cherished of her Majesty's numerous
offspring. No wonder, then, that she felt paternal yearn-
ings for its fate, when she heard that it was in er of

UCkOr | are now petitioning Congress

ernment to attempt to obstruct the modification or repeal |

moist to enable her to produce the raw materis)l. Her
tariff is so framed as to invite that to her shores to be

worked by her laborers, Here is her rate of duties :

. £ ‘5 d $ cta
Thrown silk, dyed............. Riel NRE ERbll ER AR
Bilk or satin, p o, per b, e 11 0 2 42
Figured or brocad Ib 15 0 3 350
Quuze, figured or broeaded, perlb....1 7 6 6 66
Velvet, fignred, per b....covvvuerninsl 8 8 6 60
Dresses, each, versssmpnvesnsvnssrennsed 10 . 0 13 . 50

Prooinlg as the value of the raw material is increased
by labor, is the duty incressed so as to. secyre that lnbor
to her own citizens—a wise and patriotic regulation.

Again, take tobacco, which is mostly imported from this

f;nt. I;:cmann ;:wi: lest American interest should |OUBEY: s i
umph over Briti terests, and instructed their Min- ; . o
ister here to interfere. Sir . L. Bulwer addsessed the | gong i o 2ufsetured, per Ib....0 3 0 § te

actured, or cigars, perlb......0 9 0 2 00

This is not all; it is further ed that all tobaopo
manufactured in into shag, roll, cut,
or twist tobaceo, o cigars; and exported; shall be allowed
& drawback per of 2s. T3d., !ur:x.sdn:y on the
raw article imported for manufacture exportation of
4!%.,,;_! cents. :
naer

encouragement, owing to the cheap price of
labor in Europe, our tobaceo is taken there, mapufactur-
ed, and brought back to undersell the sume article in our
own markets. Journeymen m‘ﬁm in this country
relief, sndn‘f that they
cannot compete, under the present duties, with the jour-
neymen cigar-makers of , who materially interfere
with their business. Free-trade England levies a duty on
ci of $2 the pound; duped America of a few cents!
Why should not the importation of cigars into this to-
bacco country be prohibited ?
3 In Tooking into the English tariff laws T find the fol-
owing :
““A list of Goons ANSOLUTELY PROHIBITED to be In-
PORTED,"”
It begins with amus, AMUNITION, and wiensils of war,
and goes through several pages of other articles.
I will not tire you by enumerating other articles ; all
are rated with a similar view to the encouragement of do-
mestic manufactures. I think I have shown that England
acquired and preserved her wealth, her greatness, her
prosperity, both as a manufacturing apd commercial na~
tion, by proTECTION ; and that, st this day, she still ad-
Lieres to it with determined pertinacity ; and that all her
seeming approaches to free trade are really protective
enactments.

golden profits ! )
quick lgrlmacad to a an.
instead of flourishing is nearly destroyed.
1842 raised the prod
tariff of 1846 sunk it to 418,000 tons, which was the make
of 1851-—a decrease of one-half, ;
In 1846 the importation off bar-iron was......... 69,625 tons,

In' 1861 I WRS.....0onseincvanisnasiorarsansisosnsrenssBl]
Increased fivefold by the tariff of 1840.
We hear much of the beauty and justice of  recipro-
city” in commercial regulations. Csn their be any real
reciprocity under the I JARS. smong, nations usiess
their circumstances are equal? Suppose two nations
agre¢ to sdmit without duty dertain articles which one
::ﬁon )mdn:;g usl the om uation t:u not, where 1;

& reciprocity ! agree to tat
e e

capital apd youch skill, and is e i

d.:é‘;bn of, while the other ik just stru Y
manufacture of it; there is no reciprocity. The one will
moi:oponls;t,bs m and orush ofEar.

ig W ons are equally advanced in skill
in capital, and the power of pro}neﬁm. that recip.
laws are just. You impose on a fullgrown man the
tusk of carrying one hundred pounds weight,  Reoi-
procity” requires that the boy of ten years old should
carry a like burden, though it ‘crushes Elm to the earth.
Buch is the operation of ** reciprocity” between old and
yo nations.
1t is well illustrated in the article of cotton fabrics. In
1850 we imported cotton goods from England to the
amount of $19,006,530; England imported of the same
article from this country $50! Twenty millions of dollars
against fifty dollarsis the effect.of free reciprocal ** trade.”
Let the pet:ﬂle reflect on these things, sund elect such
rulers as will pursue a wise and prosperous policy.

AGRICULTURE IN CALIFORNIA. '

The San Francisco correspondent of the Ne
York Courier and Enquirer writes as follows, under
date of the 16th May: *
**The agricultural prospects for the season dre highly
encouraging. Large crops of barley are ripening in the
San Jose and Banta Clara valleys, ss well as in the Sae-
ramento, San Joaquin, Napa, and Sonoma districts, New

out
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Resolved, That we regard the present patriotic, and
i e e e
nently enj ratitade of otr country, irrespect]
all party divisions ; we recognise in the texaper and prineiy
of its mensures the iut,nul, and Tiberal spirit of the Con-
stitution ; and we Mr. Fritsone's Chief Magistrate
whose course has been guided by a single-minded devotion to
his country and the Constitution, and who, st every dificalt
step of his admini , has consulted oricle of
duty, and acted up to and acted out the immortal sentiment,
“ 1 would rather be than be Prevident,”

Resolved, That we have the highest admiration for Damzrn
WEBSTER a8 a statesman, lawyer, and. orator; we. J
fully the emantmdmh:luuvm;m dered to
the American Republic—the glowing eloguence, the profound
argumente, the noble and lofty sentiments which he ﬁ::
ed forth in generousprofusion of unrivalledl strength and
ty,-on late and important oocasions, when the sefety of the
country was in peril, and required and received his prompt,
patriotic, and triumphant support.

P. J. Porcuen, Esq. offered the; following resoldtion :
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boundaries of the publit domain, and 'dm‘h o & e in r.l:- quence, her commercial marine increased rapidly; that [ safety; and that so long as the Democratic verns | Under the tariff of 1842, and raised in-value under the | tables and barley, though of wheat, oats, buckweat, rye, | This being carried, the following Committee were ap-
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scruples as to the power of Congress to diwide the public | 1) without aiding labor. give liberal wages apd all the gomforts of life to our labor- [ SurTency, and of course reduced the nominal value of | This mysterious disease broke out st Maysville on Sun. | published in the papers of the city.
lands, or the proceeds, among the Bistes. i 1 bave said that protection would principally benefit | ing clagses. This s the policy. ' The ‘other mode, | every thing. | day, the Gth instent, in & highly malignant form. There| ~1D€ mnﬁn‘thonldjoﬂ;ﬂ% SO .
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